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Amendments to the Claims : 

This listing of claims will rej lace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application. 

Listing of Claims : 

Claims 1-20 (Canceled) 

21. (New) A shoe comprising: 

a shell: 

a sole assembly; and, 

a heel protector perm mently secured to the shell, wherein the heel protector 

includes; 

a semi-rigid middle p jrtion, wherein the middle portion substantially covers a rear 
heel portion of the shell and is perm; nently attached to the shoe; 

a first side portion int :grally formed with the middle portion, wherein the first 
side portion partially covers a first si Je of the shell; and 

a second side portion integrally formed with the middle portion, wherein the 
second side portion partially covers ; . second side of the shell. 

22. (New) The shoe of claim 21 wherein the first side portion further comprises a first 
aperture and the second side portion further comprises a second aperture, wherein the first 
aperture aligns with a first eyelet on i front of the shell and the second aperture aligns with a 
second eyelet on the front of the she. i . 
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23. (New) The shoe of claim 22 wherein a shoelace is laced through the first aperture and 
the first eyelet, and the second aperti ire and the second eyelet. 

24. (New) The shoe of claim 21 wherein the middle portion includes at least one horizontal 
ridge integrally formed in the middli portion. 

25. (New) The shoe of claim 21 further comprising a bottom edge, wherein the bottom edge 
of the protector is secured to a welt i i the shoe. 

26. (New) The shoe of claim 25 wherein the bottom edge of the protector is stitched to the 
welt. 

27. (New) The shoe of claim 25 wherein the bottom edge of the protector is adhesively 
bonded to the welt. 

28. (New) A shoe comprising: 
a heel protector including; 

a semi-rigid middle p >rtion, wherein the middle portion substantially covers a rear 
heel portion of a shell and is perman rntly attached to the shell along a bottom edge of the middle 
portion; 

a first side portion int ;grally formed with the middle portion having at least one 
aperture formed therein, wherein the first side portion partially covers a first side of the shell; 

a second side portion integrally formed with the middle portion having at least 
one aperture formed therein, whereii the second side portion partially covers a second side of the 
shell; and 
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wherein the at least o le aperture formed in the first side portion and the at least 
one aperture formed in the second si le portion each align with a corresponding eyelet on a front 
of the shell. 

29. (New) The shoe of claim 28 wherein a shoelace is laced through the at least one aperture 
formed in the first side portion and t :e corresponding eyelet, and the at least one aperture formed 
in the second side portion and the co responding eyelet. 

30. (New) The shoe of claim 28 wherein the middle portion includes at least one horizontal 
ridge integrally formed in the middk portion. 

31. (New) The shoe of claim 28 wherein the bottom edge is secured to a welt in the shoe. 

32. (New) The shoe of claim 3 1 wherein the bottom edge of the protector is stitched to the 
welt. 

33. (New) The shoe of claim 3 1 wherein the bottom edge of the protector is adhesively 
bonded to the welt. 

34. (New) A shoe comprising: 

a shell; 

a sole assembly; and, 

a heel protector inclui ling; 
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a semi-rigid n iddle portion, wherein the middle portion substantially 
covers rear heel portion of the shell ; nd a bottom edge of the middle portion is secured to a welt 
between the shell and sole; 

a first side poi don integrally formed with the middle portion, wherein the 
first side portion partially covers a fi st side of the shell; 

a second side lortion integrally formed with the middle portion, wherein 
the second side portion partially cov ts a second side of the shell. 
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